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KEEPING UP WITH THE CANAANITES

FOLLOWING GOD IN A WORLD OF ALTERNATIVES

You can’t get far into Judges before seeing it’s a dark book. It might be the darkest book in
the Bible. Like much of the Old Testament, it tells the tragic story of Israel’s failure to be the
people God chose them to be. But much more than most other books, Judges tells it in graphic
detail. There’s idol worship, child sacrifice, mass murder, civil war, prositution, rape and abuse
of women generally. So then why is this book in the Bible?

You might think it’s because, along with such graphic scenes, Judges also has some of the best
stories. Ehud and Eglon. Jacl and Siserah. Gideon and the fleece. Samson and Delilah. They're
all here in Judges. You should brace yourself for the horror which Judges depicts. But don’t miss
the humour and excitement that’s in many ol these stories Loo!

However, gripping slories aren’t the only reason God wants us Lo read this book. These slories
were pul together with a purpose in mind: they show that the moral failures which ultimately
led Lo Israel’s exile from the promised land were actually right there from the beginning, as
[srael first enlered the promised land. As verses like 18:30 make clear, Judges was pul logether

aller that exile. The book effectively explains thal exile by tracing it back Lo ils rools.
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These are the roots Judges exposes. God gave Israel the promised land to be Kind of a ‘display
home’. It was meant to be the place w hcrc all the other nations could come and see what it was
like to live in relationship with the true God (Deuteronomy 4). So when Israel first takes the
promised land from the Canaanites, God commands Israel to destroy all the Canaanite idols
and altars, lest Isracl themselves be drawn to worship false gods (Deuteronomy 7). But Judges
tells that Israel refused to remove the idols and altars. God therefore refuses to remove all the
Canaanites. Israel then lives among the Canaaniles. As a resull, over and over we see Israel
learning Irom the Canaaniles lo worship other things instead ol God. Of course, the influence
was meant Lo run exactly the other way! This is what keeps happening until ultimately Israel is
removed from the land themselves (2 Kings). [tU's against this dark background of failure leading
Lo exile that the light of Christ then shines so brightly in the New Testament.



We start the series with a training session. IUs designed o help us to read and apply Old
Testamenl narrative in general, making use of the 5-episode [ramework introduced earlier this
year in the series God’s Story (mpc.org.au/gods story). That framework, centred on Christ, will
prove helpful throughout the series as we apply the message of Judges lo our own lives today.

The application of Judges for modern Christians won't simply be what it was for ancient
[sraelites. Judges is [rom episode 2 of God’s Story. We're now living in episode 4. We can still
learn so much from Judges, especially about what we'd be like without Christ and his Spirit
giving us new hearts. As we see Israel influenced by their surrounding culture to put other
things above God, that should alert us to the same danger. We'll have to ask ourselves: How are
we being influenced by Australian culture like Israel was influenced by Canaanite culture? But
because we have Christ and his Spirit, we can take heart: we aren’t doomed Lo repeat Israel's
mistakes; we can learn from them and change.

As we read this dark part of Israel’s history in the book of Judges, let’s pray that the light of
Christ will shine on us all the more brightly. Lel’s pray that we'll be shaped by Christ and his
Spirit more than by the culture around us. That we wouldn’t value most whatever others value
most. T'"hat’d we cherish Christ himselfl above all else. Lel’s pray that, on the contrary, people
around us will see the change in us that Christ makes and be drawn to him Loo.
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As 21st Century Bible Loving Christians, we have a problem - sometimes, we might feel Kind of
embarrassed by the Old Testament. It makes us an ecasy target for mockers; “You Christians are
inconsistent - you happily eat prawns (unclean in Leviticus) but you're against homosexuality (also
unlcean in Leviticus).” Or this one... “T'he Old Testament God is so cruel. He's a God of judgment and
war. I'd rather think about God as ‘loving everyone.” Not only that, when you start to actually read
the Old Testament, you find most of it is the history of ancient Isracl. What does that have to do with
21Ist century Christians? Are those narratives meant to provide moral examples for us? If so, the so
called ‘heroes’ like Abraham, David and Samson aren’t exactly perfect examples!

T'his quick training session is going to give a simple starting point to help you when you read Old
Testament narrative. We'll be using the COMA (Context - Observation-Meaning-Application) method
we learned last year, but adding a bit more detail to the Context and Application sections.

THE BIBLE'S BI6 STORY - A REGAP

In technical terms it’s called a “meta narrative” movie makers call it the “story arc.” The Bible is such
a big book that most people just treat it like an encyclopedia of disconnected stories or theological
idecas or rules. But there is indeed a big, connecting story. In the Old Testament, the original players
are Adam and Eve - representing all of humanity (Episode 1: Covenant). But after things go wrong,
the focus shifts to a narrow subset: the descendants of Abraham, the people of Israel (Episode 2
Covenant). IUs only after Christ, in Episode 3, that the focus shifts back to everyvone, including people
like us - the Gentiles - in Episode 4: New Covenant. Ultimately, the whole story promises to come
together with a wonderful ending in Episode 5: New Creation.
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Here's an overall summary of the Bible's big story, that becomes more detailed as that story unfolds...

0
B

Bod is calling together a (forgiven) people who delight o live
nder the rigfteous rule of his anointed King.

As you read the Old Testament with that project in mind, you'll see all the ways things don’t go
so well. But don’t lose hope! In Christ, the New Covenant and the New Creation, the plan comes
together as the Spirit changes the hard hearts of humanity to serve God’s anointed one from the
heart.

STARTING WITH THE END IN MIND

[Have you ever seen the movie “I'he Sixth Sense™? Sorry to spoil the surprise, but it’s not until right
at the end that you realise that the helpful psychologist played by Bruce Willis is actually dead, and
only the kid who ‘sees dead people” has been able to interact with him all the way through. When
vou go back and watch the movie a second time, it all makes sense. As New 'T'estament Christians,
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KEEPING UP WITH THE CANANITES

we already know the ending of the Bible’s story. And that should affect how we read every part that
came belore.

Here’s our key starting point. Read what Jesus says Lo the Jewish leaders in John 5:36-40...

“l have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to

finish—the very works that | am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. And the Father who

sent me has himself testified concerning me... You study the Scriptures diligently because you

think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet
you refuse to come to me to have life.

. These words raise all Kinds ol questions. See if you can answer them together...

a.  The Pharisees and other Jewish leaders have been studying the Old Testament scriptures all
their lives. What have they missed?

b. From whal you know ol the New Testament, whal do the Pharisees see as the way Lo “life”

with God?

¢.  According to Jesus, their problem isn’t diligence. What is it?

As Christians, we want to find life in the scriptures, so we'll always be diligently looking for how the
scriptures lead to Jesus. But what does that actually mean? Are we just looking for predictions?

Or “allegories™? Or hidden secret symbols? That’s a complicated question, and some people get a
bit weird with it. Helpful authors like Graeme Goldsworthy suggest God always works to the same
pattern as the big story of the Bible unfolds - so he looks for evidence of that pattern. Another way
of thinking about it is that Jesus brings completion to a very long story - so when you see each
small story as part of of that big story, you can casily follow the threads and you'll find him! This is
sometimes called a “Christotelic” approach - Christ is the “telos” or goal of the story.
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'6' IS FOR GONTEXT... WHY SO IMPORTANT?

As we learned in the “God’s Story” series, it’'s important to know our own place in the five episode
framework of the big story. We are “New Covenant” people living after Christ, but before the glory
of the New Creation. We're not living in the unspoiled creation at the start, and we are not Israelites
under the first covenant. Sure, we can learn lots about God and his righteousness from those early
parts of the story as our expectations are raised for what lies ahead - but we will need to understand
that much of what we're reading is “descriptive” rather than “prescriptive.” In other words, it’s telling
us what happened, rather than telling us what to do.

Read Paul’s words to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3...

" But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because
you know those from whom you learned it, ” and how from infancy you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. ' All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, "7 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work.

2. Discussion Questions

a.  What are the Holy Scriptures (i.c. books of the Old Testament) meant to do for you?

b. From verse 16, what else are the scriptures useful for?



KEEPING UP WITH THE CANAMNITES

How could Old Testament stories (i.e. narralive) help to make a person wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus? Give examples (perhaps wilh the help of the diagram
below.)

e

d.  Where does the book of Judges fit in the timeline below?

God is calling together a (forgiven) peoplewho © ' tolive under the righteous rule of his anointed King,

Whew! That was a long introduction. But worthwhile, because when you're reading the Old
Testament (especially the narrative), understanding the context is really important. If you know
vour episodes well, you'll see what God’s doing in the big picture.
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FOLLOWING COD IN

TEST CASE - EXODUS 12

LeUs Lry it oul logether now! First, read Exodus 12:1-39

Now, use the COMA method, informed by the 5-episode

big picture, to work through the passage logether. For your
reference, below are the Kinds of questions you can ask for
each part of COMA (adapted from David Helm's, One to One).

CONTEXT QUESTIONS

What major characters, events and themes came before
Lhis narralive in the book?

e.g. if youre reading Exodus 12, then those in Exodus
I-11.

What major characters, events and themes came before
this book in the larger biblical story?
e.d. if you're reading Exodus, then those in Genesis.

Which prior characters, events or themes does this
narrative particularly relate to?

T'o which of the 5 episodes of God’s story does this
narrative contribute?

OBSERVATION QUESTIONS

What do you learn about the main characters in this
section?

[How does the author describe them? How do they
describe themselves?

What motivates the different characters’ actions?

How is tlime or place significant in the events that
happen in the passage?

[s there a conflict or high poinl in the passage?

A WORLD OF ALTERNATIVES

EXODUS 12

"T'he Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt,
2 “T'his month is to be for you the first month,
the first month of your year.” 'Tell the whole
community of Israel that on the tenth day
of this month each man is to take a lamb for
his family, one for each household. * If any
household is too small for a whole lamb, they
must share one with their nearest neighbor,
having taken into account the number of
people there are. You are to determine the
amount of lamb needed in accordance with
what cach person will eal.” I'he animals you
choose must be year-old males without defect,
and you may take them from the sheep or the
goats.’ Take care of them until the fourteenth
day of the month, when all the members of
the community of Israel must slaughter them
at twilight.” T'hen they are to take some of the
blood and put it on the sides and tops of the
door frames ol the houses where they eat the
lambs. ® That same night they are to eat the
meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter
herbs, and bread made without yeast.” Do not
cal the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast
it over a fire—with the head, legs and internal
organs.'” Do not leave any ol it till morning;
il some is left till morning, you must burn
it. " This is how you are to eat it: with your
cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on
vour feet and your stalf in your hand. Eat it in
haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.

2 On that same night 1 will pass through
Egyptand strike down every firstborn of both
people and animals, and [ will bring judgment
on all the gods of Egypt. [ am the Lord."™ The
blood will be a sign for you on the houses
where vou are, and when | see the blood, |
will pass over you. No destructive plague will
touch you when I strike EgypL.

= “This is a day you are to commemorate; for
the generations to come you shall celebrate it
as a festival to the Lord a lasting ordinance.
B For seven days you are to cat bread made
without yeast. On the first day remove the



KEEPING UP WITH

yveast from your houses, for whoever
eats anything with yeast in it from the
first day through the seventh must be
cut off from Israel.'® On the first day
hold a sacred assembly, and another
one on the seventh day. Do no work
at all on these days, except to prepare
food for everyone to eat; that is all you
may do.

" “Celebrate the Pestival of Unleavened
Bread, because it was on this very day

that I brought your divisions out of

Lgypl. Celebrate this day as a lasting
ordinance for the generations to come.
% 1n the first month you are to eal bread
made without yeast, [rom the evening
ol the fourteenth day until the evening
of the twenty first day. " For seven
days no vyeast is to be found in your
houses. And anyone, whether foreigner
or native-born, who eats anything with
yeast in it must be cut off from the
communilty of Israel. ** Fal nothing
made with yeast. Wherever you live,
you must eat unleavened bread.”

“"T'hen Moses summoned all the elders
of Isracl and said to them, “Go at once
and select the animals for your families
and slaughter the Passover lamb.
* Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into
the blood in the basin and put some
of the blood on the top and on both
sides of the doorframe. None of you
shall go out of the door of your house
until morning. * When the Lord goes
through the land to strike down the
Egyptians, he will see the blood on the
top and sides of the doorframe and will
pass over that doorway, and he will
not permit the destroyer to enter your
houses and strike you down.

“ “Obey these instructions as a
lasting ordinance for you and your
descendants. ® When vou enter the
land that the Lord will give you as
he promised, observe this ceremony.
“5 And when your children ask you,
‘What does this ceremony mean to
vou?’* then tell them, ‘It is the Passover
sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over
the houses of the lIsraclites in Egypt
and spared our homes when he struck
down the Egyptians.” Then the people
bowed down and worshiped. *® The

HE

CANANITES

Are there repeated words or ideas that help you identify
the main point of the story?

If you were a first-time reader, what surprises would you
find in the passage?

What unresolved issues or questions would a first time
reader find in the passage? (Maybe the rest of the story
resolves them?)

What words or ideas link to the ‘overview’ of the Bible’s
story?

MEANING QUESTIONS

Are there any 'edilorial’ comments [rom the author about
the events in the narrative? How do these comments
illuminale what is happening?

Does someone in the narrative learn something or grow in
some way? How? What does this person learn?

What would this narrative have said to an ancient Israelite
living in episode 27?

ow does the passage point forward to what God is going
H 1 tl g Lf 1 to what God is going
to do in the future?

Does it antlicipate Jesus in some way or make us ‘wise for
salvation™?

How is it part of the long story line that Jesus brings Lo a
climax?

How could you sum up the overall meaning of this passage
in your own words?

12



FOLLOWING

APPLIGATION QUESTIONS

«  Remember, whenever we read Old 'T'estament

narrative, it is describing episode 2, when we are living
in episode 4. You'll always need to ask, “What delails
would have been limited to historical Israel, and what

GOD

applies Lo us as Spirit-enabled followers of Jesus?”

IN A WORLD OF ALTERNATIVES

Israelites did just what the Lord commanded
Moses and Aaron.

At midnight the Lord struck down all
the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn
ol Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the
firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the
dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock

39 Pharaoh and all his officials and all

as well.
the Egyptians got up during the night, and
there was loud wailing in Lgypt, for there was

not a house without someone dead.

¢« How does this passage challenge your understanding

about who God is and what he is like?

e Isthere some attitude or behaviour you need to

change - especially in the light of the way Jesus brings
fulfilment and forgiveness and pours out God’s Spirit

on our hearts?

«  How are we as Christians ‘better off” than Old
Testament Isracel?

Enjoy reading the Old Testament narratives, with God’s

big plan unlocked.

13

' During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses
and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people,
vou and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord
as you have requested.® 'T'ake your flocks and
herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless
me.

a2
33 7

I'he Egyptians urged the people to hurry
and leave the country. “For otherwise,
they said, “we will all die!”** So the people
took their dough before the yeast was
added, and carried it on their shoulders in
kneading troughs wrapped in clothing.® The
Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked
the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold
and for clothing. *® The Lord had made the
Egyptians favorably disposed toward the
people, and they gave them what they asked
for; so they plundered the Egyptians.

7 The Israclites journeyed from Rameses
to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred
thousand men on foot, besides women and
children.®® Many other people went up with
them, and also large droves ol livestock,
both flocks and herds.*” With the dough the
Israelites had brought from Lgypt, they baked
loaves of unleavened bread. The dough was
without yeast because they had been driven
out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare
food for themselves.



JUDGES 1:1-5:6

AND SO IT
BEGINS




A PROMISING START?

The previous book in the Bible, Joshua, emphasised Israel’s
initial success in taking the land of Canaan, thanks to the way
God has been keeping his promises to Abraham. Judges starts
the same way... initially. Read Judges 1, listening for the striking
shift in tone.

1. After the positive start, how does the tone shift? Where
does the shift occur?

2. Help each other find the events of Judges 1 on the map.
What impression does that give about Israel’s overall
success or failure?

3. Read Judges 2:1-5. Ilow docs God’s messenger explain
[srael’s failures? What does it highlight was missing from
[srael’s actions in Judges 1?

The booK’s introduction sets the scene: Israel must now live
among the Canaanites due to their own refusal to remove the
Canaanite idols and altars. A second introduction (which starts
again with “After Joshua”) foreshadows what will happen as a
resull: Read Judges 2:6-3:6.

4. Verses 10-19 outline a cycle which happens over and over
again in Israel’s subsequent history. Describe each step in

the cycle: v10-13

Issachar ® Sidon
Zebulun ® Ahlab

Naphtali Achzib\ﬁ_Bgt‘g,;{ath
Asher Acco : ® Beth-shemesh
West Manasseh | A5hek @ ® Rehob

Ephraim Nahalale —®Kitron=.
Benjamin ® Dor @ Megiddo

Dan Taanach @ o @ Beth-shan
Judah Ibleam

Simeon

Bezek: Bethel

° .
Gezer @'y pjjalon® Cil9al

— —y | TN J
Beth-shemesh g Jerusalem

Ashkelon.o WiLDERNESS
- OF JUDAH =
Gaza NEGEE
~ o ®Arad
Hormah \l\ /j\
he cvele diagram appearing in Juddes
studies 1, 2 and 6 is adapted from «

Mary Barry 2015.

V17,199 a “Ay12,14
’ N

v16,1§V\® /A"V14-15
v18
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DEUTERONOMY &

> See, | have Laughl you decrees and
laws as the Lord my God commanded
me, so that you may follow them in the
land you are entering Lo take possession
of il. % Observe them careflully, for
this  will show vyour wisdom and
understanding Lo the naltions, who will
hear about all these decrees and say,
“Surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding people” ” Whal other
nation is so greal as to have their gods
near them the way the Lord our God
is near us whenever we pray to him?#
And whal other nation is so greal as Lo
have such righteous decrees and laws
as this body of laws [ am selling belore
you loday?“ Only be careful, and walch
yvourselves closely so that you do not
forgel the things your eyes have seen or
let them fade from your heart as long as
you live. Teach them to your children
and to their children after them.

DEUTERONOMY 7

' When the Lord your God brings

you into the land you are entering
to possess and drives out before you
many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites,
Amorites,  Canaanites,  Perizzites,
Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations
larger and stronger than you 2 and
when the Lord your God has delivered
them over to you and you have
defeated them, then you must destroy
them totally. Make no treaty with them,
and show them no mercy. ® Do not
intermarry with them. Do not give your
daughters to their sons or take their
daughters for your sons,* for they will
turn your children away from following
me to serve other gods, and the Lord’s
anger will burn against you and will
quickly destroy you.? 'T'his is what you
are to do to them: Break down their
altars, smash their sacred stones, cut
down their Asherah poles and burn
their idols in the fire.

THE CANMNITES

5. Read Moscs’ carlicr words Lo Isracl from Deuteronomy 4:5-9.
What was God’s stated purpose in giving Israel the land of
Canaan?

6. Read Deuteronomy 7:1-5. What did Israel need to do to fulfil
their purpose in the land?

7. According to Judges so far, how well did Israel fulfil the
commands of Deuteronomy?

Israel refused to remove the Canaanite idols and altars as God
commanded, so God refused to drive out all the Canaanites. As a
result, Israel was doomed to keep falling in with the false gods of
their Canaanite neighbours. It happens over and over, no matter
how many times God punishes them and then saves them. Thal’s
just the start of Judges. As we'll [ind in the coming weeks, this
aclually forecasts what happens over and over through the rest
of the book.

LIVING 60D'S STORY

Of course, the sad story of Judges is just a small part of God’s
story, the whole Bible. To see how Judges should shape our lives
today, we need to see its place in the overall story of which our
lives are now a part.

8. At Creation, Adam and Eve rejected God’s good rule, so that
since then “every inclination of the human heart is evil from
childhood” (Genesis 8:21; also 6:5). 'T'hat might sound harsh,
but how does Judges show this to be true of Israel?

16



FOLLOWING GOD IN A WORLD

9. Does Israel’s Covenant with God fix their heart problem? Why or
why not?

Israel lailed to bring blessing to the world, since they couldn’t resist
worshipping the false gods of their Canaanite neighbours instead
ol the true God. Their hearts were corrupt like all humanity. But

Matthew’s Gospel shows that Jesus Christ was a very different Kind of

Israclite. Jesus is God’s own Son, so he was faithful to his Father alone,
even as lar as dying on the cross. Since Jesus took the punishment
which Israel and all of us deserve, he can give his Spirit to anyone who
trusts in him, from all nations, giving them new hearts under the New
Covenant. Paul says Lo the Colossians that this at last gives [ollowers
ol Jesus new hearts to Kill idolatry. We can resist idolatry like physical
statutes, and also with any other potential God-substitutes, like sexual
and material greed.

10. Through this series we'll have lots of opportunities to talk through
what it will specifically look like for us to stay faithful to God alone
within our surrounding culture. But from this week’s introduction,
we need to think through how Judges applies to us in general. For
cach of the following statements, discuss: Would this be a valid
application of Judges under the New Covenant? Why or why not?

a.  ‘Israel’s problem was worshipping the Canaanites’ physical
idols. So as long as we're not doing that, we're OK!

b.  ‘Judges shows that the human heart is corrupt, so we can’t
help simply repeating Israel’s mistakes.

c.  ‘Like Israelites in Canaan, Australian Christians need to
remove all non Christians from Australia, so we're not led
astray by those around us like Israel was!

d. ‘If we don’t remove all non Christians, we at least need Lo
separate from them and fight their political influence. Israel’s
problem was that they didn’t fight enough!

e. By the Spirit we can now stay faithful to God, even
surrounded by a culture offering things like sex and wealth
as God-substitutes. That’s how we'll draw those around us to
God as well!

f.  “Judges warns us: the influence will run the other way too, as
we unconsciously absorb the values and priorities of our
surrounding culture. We'll need the Spirit to help us see that
happening and consciously turn from it.

Spend some time praying that God would help us to be faithful to him alone.
Ask God to show you your own blindpsots over the coming weeks. 'T'here may
be arcas of our lives where we've made other things - which may themselves be
good gifts from God - into something which is more important to us than God
himself. It’s casy to do without even thinking, especially when those things are
highly valued in our culture e.g. family, security, finances, success, reputation,

fun, pleasure, comfort. Pray that God would move us away from the idolatry of

our surrounding culture and make us more like Jesus himself.
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MATTHEW 4

'Jesus was led by the Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil..® The devil took him
to a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and their splendor.?
“All this I will give you,” he said, “if
you will bow down and worship
me.” ' Jesus said to him, “Away
from me, Satan! For it is wrillten:
‘Worship the Lord your God, and
serve him only” [Deuteronomy
6:13] "'Then the devil left him.

GOLOSSIANS 3

' Since you have been raised
with Christ, set your hearts on
things above, where Christ is..°
Put to death, therefore, whatever
belongs to vour earthly nature:
sexual immorality, impurity, lust,
evil desires and greed, which is
idolatry.



