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N E X T G E N
BEING AND RAISING THE NEXT GENERATION ON GOSPEL MISSION

If you knew you didn’t have long, what would be your final words? What’s so 
important that you’d just have to say it while you still could?

Paul writes to Timothy at what he senses is the very end of his life. In 2 
Timothy Paul writes “For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, 
and the time for my departure is near” (4:6). He’s in prison for sharing the 
gospel - the good news about Jesus - that the one who died for sin is King 
(1:8,16; 2:9). And though Paul has successfully come through one trial (4:16-
17), he seems to expect he’ll soon be executed.

The letter is therefore Paul’s way of passing the baton to Timothy: now 
it’s up to you to carry on the gospel the way I have. The letter begins with 
the thought of continued service to God through generational change: “I 
thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did” (1:3); “I am reminded of 
your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your 
mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also” (1:5). And now 
Timothy is to emulate Paul himself: “What you heard from me, keep as the 
pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the 
good deposit that was entrusted to you” (1:13-14), So Timothy needs to be 
the next generation on gospel mission after Paul. But, in the same way, 
Timothy also has to raise and send out another generation who’ll be on 
gospel mission after Timothy: “And the things you have heard me say in 
the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be 
qualified to teach others” (2:2).



So while this is of course a very personal letter from Paul to Timothy, it’s also 
incredibly relevant to our churches today. If you're a Christian, you stand in 
a long line of those who have shared the gospel before you. It’s only because 
of them sharing the gospel that we believed in Jesus in the first place. Now 
it’s our job to make sure we share the gospel too, just as they did. But that’s 
not enough. We also have to make sure we’re raising up and sending out 
a new generation who’ll share the gospel after us. That means the kids in 
our churches. That means new ministry workers. That means you, in your 
workplace and neighbourhood. And we can only pass on to others what 
we’ve learned and modelled ourselves.

Each week we’ll focus on a particular characteristic that’s essential for the 
next generation to be on gospel mission. Let’s pray that through this series 
we can help each other to be ambassadors of Jesus on gospel mission as we 
raise and send out a new generation of ambassadors who’ll be on gospel 
mission after us.
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STUDY 1 

W I T H O U T 
S H A M E

What’s a life lesson that you’ve picked up that you’d like to 
pass on to somone in the next generation?  (eg Someone you’re 
mentoring at work, a younger person at church, younger 
brother or sister, a beloved niece or your own kids.) 

Paul opens his letter to Timothy by encouraging him to stay 
true to the gospel he’s received. Paul also has a particular 
'calling' to encourage Timothy in. But his vital task could be 
derailed before it gets started if one powerful force prevents 
him from throwing himself into it - shame.

2 TIMOTHY 1:1-18



Read 2 Timothy 1:1-18

1. Paul highlights a number of things that Timothy has been given by those 
who came before him. Draw a picture that shows who gave him what 
things. It might look something like a family tree, or a flow diagram or 
just a picture! (Include a couple of degrees of separation too. i.e Tim got X 
from A, and they got it from B, who got it from C, etc…) If you find different 
words for the same thing, (ie, faith and trust) group them together.

2. Paul implies that “shame” is the thing that will hold Timothy back from 
his job as “the new Paul” (verse 8, 12, 15-16). What could make someone 
ashamed of the gospel?
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Son
One who will follow in my footsteps, 
whose job will be what mine was.

Apostle
One sent as an emissary or ambas-
sador.

IN THEIR FOOTSTEPS ...
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3. From verses 9-10, why should we not be ashamed of the gospel?

4. What resources does God provide to help Timothy not be ashamed of the gospel? verses 6-8, 
12, 14, 16

5. Paul keeps mentioning something he’s looking forward to. What is it, and why is it such a big 
deal to him as a gospel ambassador? (verses 1, 10, 12 and 18) 

Being a gospel ambassador is hard when the gospel seems foolish to non-believers and often 
suffering is involved in sharing it! But knowing Jesus and being empowered by his Holy Spirit 
helps us to glory in the gospel, instead of being ashamed of it. 

If we’re Christians then we’ve been saved because a long line of people didn’t let shame stop 
them from passing the gospel on. In fact, there’s an unbroken line from you all the way back to 
Jesus! It’s even possible that you’re only a Christian because Timothy acted on Paul’s advice in 
this letter and wasn’t ashamed to share the gospel.

FOR YOU & ME



6. Draw up your own “family tree of faith” as far back as you know it. Who passed the gospel on 
to you? (Include a couple of degrees of separation too. ie, “Joe Bloggs told my dad the gospel 
who took mum to church and then they both told me the gospel’) Who have you made it your 
task to pass the gospel on to, just as someone passed it on to you? Include these people too.

7. What would have been the consequences for you and me if Timothy and his generation 
hadn’t taken up Paul’s baton and passed on the gospel that was handed on to them? Is our 
generation any different in this respect?

8. In all likelihood, we’re going to look foolish at some point if we’re determined to pass Jesus 
on to others. When has shame held you back from sharing the good news that Jesus is King? 
How has this passage addressed that feeling of shame?

Thank God for the unbroken line of people from Jesus to you that passed the gospel on to you. 
Ask him for a sense of privilege and joy in owning our faith to overcome the shame that can 
sometimes take over. Praise him for the honour and glory that’s to come in the resurrection age.
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