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F R I E N D S  F O R  L I F E
FOLLOWING JESUS INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH NON-BELIEVERS

Jesus was infamously known as a friend of sinners. The supposedly “decent” 
members of society were scandalised by the kind of people he ate with and 
partied with. Jesus spent more of his time with prostitutes, criminals and 
other rejects, the ones the rest of society called “sinners”, than with the well-
respected, religiously upright people. Jesus did this precisely so that these 
“sinners” could get to know him and so be saved from their sins.

But today, many of us who claim to follow Jesus don’t really follow him in 
that regard. Christians aren’t often accused of spending “too much”  time 
with people who don’t yet know Jesus! Is that OK? Or should we be following 
the example of Jesus more closely? Remember, one of our four key goals at 
MPC to is to “invite others to follow Jesus with us.”

This is a really practical series. Its aim is to help us be better friends to 
people who don’t yet know Jesus.

Week 1: We’ll see that good friendship is really key to people coming to know 
Jesus. If we’re true friends, if we’re people who actually love our friends and 
want what’s best for them, then we’ll be desperate for our friends to be saved 
from their sins and we’ll do anything we can to help them know Jesus.

Week 2: We’ll see that one of the things that helps is getting your non-
believing friends to know your Christian friends. That way your non-
believing friends can know you’re not the only dummy who believes this 
weird Jesus stuff and might give it more of a hearing! We’ll work through 
how we can actually do that together.

Week 3: Another thing that helps is deepening your friendships. This makes 
it more likely that you can have deeper conversations about Jesus. We’ll 
work through together how each of us can actually do that.

Week 4: Finally, if we’re broadening and deepening our friendships, it would 
be great if church worked well for bringing friends to. We’ll work through 
together what helps non-believing visitors get to know Jesus at church, and 
what doesn’t.



As well as input from the Bible, each week will have practical tips via video 
from Christian leaders around the world - Mez McConnell, Sam Chan, Tim 
Keller, & Rosaria Butterfield. There are even some tips from us ordinary folks 
here at MPC! All the videos can be found at http://mpc.org.au/friendsforlife  
or point your phone at the QR Code below.

Our prayer should be that this series helps each of us be a better friend. A 
friend who loves enough to want our non-believing friends to know Jesus. 
A friend who’s intentional about helping them do that. A friend who has a 
good idea of what helps and what doesn’t. A friend who isn’t just a friend for 
life, but a friend for eternal life.
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STUDY 1 

B E A F R I E N D
A church member says, “As a Christian teenager, I had a bunch 
of good Christian friends. But in year 11 and 12, my closest 
friends at school weren’t Christian at all. I’d typically hang 
around with the kids who were smoking behind the science 
building at recess. Funny - I actually thought that was what 
Christians were meant to do. But lots of my Christian friends 
disagreed.”

If you’re a believer in Jesus, where and when have you most 
comfortably had friendships with non-believers?

Why would some Christians want to avoid friendship with 
non-believers?



Read Mark 2:13-17 in the sidebar. 

Note that tax collectors were outcasts in Jewish society due to the huge profits 
they made from their collusion with the Roman occupying forces. Sinner was 
a category that included anyone on the obviously indecent fringes of Jewish 
society e.g. prostitutes, criminals etc. Pharisees were the rigorous religious-
political conservatives who thought it was their job to keep everyone else in 
order.

1.	 What limits do the Pharisees set on who they mix and eat with? Why?

2.	 How would Jesus and his disciples have looked to a passing observer while 
they were having dinner with Levi and his friends?

3.	 Why is Jesus so free and easy about who he eats with?
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Mark 2:13-17

13 Once again Jesus went out beside 
the lake. A large crowd came to 
him, and he began to teach them. 
14 As he walked along, he saw Levi 
son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 
collector’s booth. “Follow me,” 
Jesus told him, and Levi got up and 
followed him.

15 While Jesus was having dinner 
at Levi’s house, many tax collectors 
and sinners were eating with him 
and his disciples, for there were 
many who followed him. 16 When 
the teachers of the law who were 
Pharisees saw him eating with the 
sinners and tax collectors, they 
asked his disciples: “Why does he 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

17 On hearing this, Jesus said to 
them, “It is not the healthy who 
need a doctor, but the sick. I have 
not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners.”

FRIEND OF "SINNERS"
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4.	 What’s his intention for those he eats with?

5.	 Why is this passage bad news for the religiously righteous? If you heard Jesus say, “I haven’t 
come to call the righteous, but sinners,” would you be disappointed or pleased? Why?

As the opposition to Jesus grows, it’s interesting to see in Luke 7:34 that this criticism is at the 
top of the list… “The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners…”

6.	 Could you (because you want to be like Jesus) ever be accused of the same?
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Read Paul’s words from 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 and 10:31-11:1 printed in the 
sidebar.

7.	 Spot the word Paul uses five times in the first five sentences to describe 
his motive and goal. What does he mean by it, and what does he think is at 
stake? (Notice the word he uses as an alternative in two different places!)

8.	 Why might we be hesitant to relate to people so purposefully? How do you 
feel about the last two sentences in the passage? (“For I am not seeking…”)

	 What are some other ways that you purposefully look out for your 	
	 mates? Did it feel normal and natural to do this? If not, was it a good 	
	 thing anyway?

9.	 Suggest some ways that you personally, and we as a church, might need to 
change if we want to be more serious about “winning” more people in our 
time and place.
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1 Corinthians 9:19-23 & 10:31-
11:1

19 Though I am free and belong to 
no one, I have made myself a slave 
to everyone, to win as many as 
possible. 20 To the Jews I became 
like a Jew, to win the Jews. To 
those under the law I became like 
one under the law (though I myself 
am not under the law), so as to win 
those under the law. 21 To those not 
having the law I became like one 
not having the law (though I am not 
free from God’s law but am under 
Christ’s law), so as to win those 
not having the law. 22 To the weak 
I became weak, to win the weak. I 
have become all things to all people 
so that by all possible means I 
might save some. 23 I do all this for 
the sake of the gospel, that I may 
share in its blessings...
31 So whether you eat or drink 
or whatever you do, do it all for 
the glory of God. 32 Do not cause 
anyone to stumble, whether Jews, 
Greeks or the church of God— 33 
even as I try to please everyone in 
every way. For I am not seeking my 
own good but the good of many, so 
that they may be saved. 1 Follow my 
example, as I follow the example of 
Christ.

Penn Jillette

If you haven’t seen it before, take a 
look at the Penn Jillette (from Penn 
& Teller) video about the integrity 
of the guy who wanted to share the 
gospel with him. (visit: mpc.org.au/
friendsforlife and watch the first 
video under 'Week 1')
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OUTSIDERS WELCOME



It’s easy to turn into a “holy huddle,” isn’t it? The people Jesus called to be “salt 
and light” seem afraid of the dark in the world, they see the darkness, don’t 
like it, and shrink back from it; Christian friends, Christian schools, Christian 
soccer clubs… seems like we’ll take every chance we can to stick together and 
pull back from the messy world and messy people around us. 

10.	 Watch the three minute testimony of Mez McConnell, who came to faith 
because Christians were prepared to make friends with him in the toughest 
of circumstances. 

	

	 What can we learn from his story?

	

	 Who would you mention in your ‘testimony’? (Are there particular 		
	 Christian friends who helped get you to this point in your faith?)

	

	 What would it take for you to be this kind of friend for someone else?

The upcoming studies in this series will help us to think through some ways of 
merging our friendship groups (not just breaking out of the Christian bubble, 
but mixing our Christian and non-Christian friends); of listening to the cultural 
story of our friends before expecting them to listen to ours; of moving our 
relationships beyond “public space” into safe “private space” where people are 
ready to talk about life issues; and to keep deliberately shaping church so that 
we’re always ready for our friends to be there.

Pray together for opportunities to “be a friend” to those around you who need 
to be “won.”  Make a personal prayer list of three or four people you’d love to 

see won to salvation.
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Mez CcConnell Testimony

BEING A FRIEND


