
Matthew's Gospel is a fascinating collection of carefully woven stories about Jesus. Much of his 
material is exactly the same as Mark's gospel - as if Matthew has re-crafted Mark's framework, and 
added big slabs of Jesus' teaching. Reading Matthew brings you face to face with the words of Jesus!

Matthew's gospel is aimed especially at Jewish readers; in fact, Matthew reminds us that the mission 
of Jesus was first and foremost to the people of Israel, calling on them one last time to be what they 
were always meant to be as the “people of God.” There are lots of reminders of God's “covenant” - 
the contract with Israel that began with Abraham, and was confirmed with King David.

MaTTHeW 1 - MeeT The Family
Some people love family trees, others find them incredibly dull! Matthew's gospel 
begins with one - and at first glance it's not very interesting reading. This is one of 
those bits of the bible it's tempting just to skip over -  an endless list of names of 
obscure people.  Without getting bogged down in detail, though, it's interesting to 
look at some of the most obvious features of the family tree of Jesus.

Verse 1 and verse 17 make a "frame" around the family tree, and both these verses 
give us a clue about what Matthew sees as the high points in the list. Who are the 
key people mentioned in verse 1 and 17?

What do you think is significant about them?

What other key historical event does Matthew add in verse 17? Why this is important?

BACKGROUND BRIEFING...

Promises, Promises…
Abraham and David are two of the most important figures in the history of Israel. God made key 
“covenants” with both of them... and in both cases, promised that from their family line would come 
huge blessing for the world.

a) Look back to Genesis 12:1-3. What does God promise to Abram (later Abraham) and his family?

In the midst of the curse of sin that had fallen on creation, God chooses the family line of Abraham to 
carry his blessing to the world. Abraham's son Isaac, and grandson Jacob were the patriarchs of the 
twelve tribes of Israel… the people of God. You can read their story in a nutshell in Matthew 1: 2.

b) What does God promise to David and his descendants in 2 Samuel 7:16?

Abraham 's family line will bring blessing to all the nations, and a descendant of David will rule over 
an eternal kingdom! 

Read Matthew 1:1-6 again. Can you see new significance emerging from the family tree? 

 BaCk to SquAre One BaCk to SquAre One BaCk to SquAre One



THe Downhill slide…
By the time of King David, Israel was enjoying all the promises of God's blessing. But that's not the end 
of the story. Matthew has carefully arranged the family tree in three sections, from Abraham to David 
(verses 2 to 6), then from David to Israel's exile in Babylon (verse 6 to 11), and from the exile to Jesus 
(verses 12 to 16). Each section has a story to tell. 

 
a) Read from verses 6 to 11. What do all the people listed have in common? 
(If you need a clue, just turn back to 1 Kings 16 and 1 Kings 18 and look at the headings!)

Because of the rebellion of Israel's kings  which the people willingly followed - the nation was sent into 
exile. As Jeconiah (also known as Jehoiachin) was dragged off into Babylon, God's promise of blessing to 
the line of David seemed to have been extinguished. But there's still a glimmer of hope. 

b) From the very start, God had warned Israel that their time in the promised land would be short if they 
refused to honour him as their God. Read the warnings, (and the one final ray of hope) in 
Deuteronomy 29:24-30:6.

• If Israel is exiled, what hope do they have? (Dt 30:2,4)
• What will Israel have to do to bring this about? (Dt 30:1,2)
• According to Dt 30:6, something important will happen. What?

In summary, when a truly repentant “Israel” comes back from the exile, God is ready to circumcise their 
hearts  to enable them to serve Him and honour Him as they always should have.   

From the Exile to the Christ
Read verses 12 to 16. After the Israelites return from Israel, the rebuilding of the broken nation begins. 
Leaders like Zerubbabel are hailed as great “messianic hopes.” But the results are always disappointing. 
The book of Nehemiah points out that in spite of their time in exile, the people of Israel haven't learned 
their lesson. They haven't turned back to God with all the hearts, David’s throne is empty, and all Israel’s 
leaders ultimately fail!

Notice the term Matthew uses of Jesus in verse 16 and 17..."Jesus, who is called Christ." The word 
"Christ" means "anointed one", in other words, the one "anointed to be King." Clearly, Matthew is 
building us up to meet someone important!

The fact is, Jesus is no ordinary "descendant of David." And that's what Matthew details in the story of 
the birth of Jesus, the Christ...

Surprising Women
It's unusual to find women mentioned in any Jewish family tree, but in this case there 
are quite a number. Even stranger, most of them are women with questionable 
reputations! Tamar (v3) was a prostitute, as was Rahab (v5). Bathsheba (referred to as 
"Uriah's wife" in verse 6) committed adultery with David. Tamar, Rahab and Ruth were 
not even Jewish!  And yet all of them feature in key “turning point stories” in the Old 
Testament. We're about to meet another questionable “turning point woman.”

Read verses 18 to 25.

Engagement in the days of Joseph and Mary was a serious matter. Breaking a betrothal was viewed as 
divorce. 

a) What is Joseph's first reaction when he discovers Mary is pregnant?



b) What persuades him to change his mind?

c) Look at the way the angel addresses Joseph in verse 20. What does it bring to mind?

d) What is the significance of the name Joseph is to give the child? (Footnotes may help!) As a first time 
reader of Matthew's gospel, what questions would this leave in your mind as you continue to read the story?

The name Jesus literally means "The Lord Saves." At last, here is the one who is going to save his people 
Israel from the cycle of sin, death and destruction. Here is the one who is going to fulfil the hopes of 
Deuteronomy 30! 

Digging Deeper
In verse 23, we meet the first of Matthew's direct quotes from the Old Testament - a reference to Isaiah 7, 
written hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus. In your own time, go back and read Isaiah 7 and 8. 

Note that the Kingdom of “Israel” has by now split into two parts  “Judah” is 
the area centred around Jerusalem, and is ruled by King Ahaz. 
Pekah, King of Israel, has formed an ungodly alliance with King Rezin of 
Aram. (To add to the confusion, “Israel” is sometimes called “Ephraim,” after 
the closest tribal area to the border with Judah.) 

The “house of David” refers to Judah  who still cling to God's promise to bless 
them through David's line. 

a) From Isa 7:2, how does the “house of David” react to news of the coming 
attack?

b) What is God's message to Ahaz through Isaiah? (v4)

c) What proof does God offer to Ahaz in v10-11, and what's his response?

d) When Ahaz refuses to ask for a sign, an angry Isaiah says he's going to get one anyway! According to 
verse 14, what's the sign?

The virgin will be with child? Immanuel?  What's it all about? Well, Jesus, of 
course… But before we jump to conclusions too soon, it's worth thinking a little 

deeper. When you read the rest of the chapter, you'll see Isaiah is talking about 
something more immediate. Before “the child” comes of age, the two kings opposing 

Judah will be crushed (v16) at the hand of the king of Assyria. And it's going to be close 
shave for Judah, too! (v18-20) 

In verse 15, the “Immanuel child” will eat curds and honey… which verse 22 explains as 
“all who remain in the land will eat curds and honey.” That's because the once fertile 

vineyards and farms are now gone… and all that's left are a couple of cows and goats, and a 
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few wild bees. “As for the hills once cultivated by the hoe, you will no longer go there for fear of the briers 
and thorns.” (v25)

So who's the “virgin” Isaiah is talking about? Maybe Isaiah is talking about his own child, born in the next 
chapter as a “sign.” But here’s another suggestion. Isaiah (and the other prophets) often personified Israel as a 
“virgin daughter.” In Isaiah 37:22, for example, Isaiah says, “This is the word the Lord has spoken against the 
King of Assyria… “The Virgin Daughter of Zion despises and mocks you. The Daughter of Jerusalem 
tosses her head as you flee.”

If that's what Isaiah has in mind in Isaiah 7, then he's saying that God's virgin daughter Jerusalem is going to 
give birth - and that instead of God's blessing resting on Jerusalem, it will instead be on her child -  the 
“faithful ones” who continue to trust him. The land may be desolate, but the remaining, faithful Israel will be 
called Immanuel… “God with Us.” King Ahaz and his regime are no longer at the centre of God's purpose.

The birth of Jesus to the virgin Mary, then, is not just the fulfilment of a strange prediction, but 
an important announcement. It says something important about Jesus…

e) What?

CONCLUSION
The exile to Babylon may have finished fourteen generations before Jesus… but until now, the “remnant” of 
Israel hasn't truly turned back to God. There’s still “unfinished business.” Matthew is telling us that in Jesus, 
the truly faithful “remnant” of Israel has finally arrived in the person of the Christ, the Son of David. He’s 
going to be the focal point of the new, truly repentant people of God. The question is, who will join him to 
make up the new Israel? And will the leaders and people of Israel take notice of their Christ?

f) Note again the two names given to Jesus, and their meanings.

*
*

st
What relevance do you see in these two names for people like us living in the 21  century?

The prophet Jeremiah used similar words. 'Let my eyes overflow with tears night and day without ceasing; 
for my virgin daughter-my people- has suffered a grievous wound, a crushing blow.”

1
 When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you 

and you take them to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you 
2

among the nations,  and when you and your children return to the LORD your 
God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to 

3
everything I command you today,  then the LORD your God will restore your 

[ ]
fortunes  and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the 

4
nations where he scattered you.  Even if you have been banished to the 
most distant land under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will 

5
gather you and bring you back.  He will bring you to the land that 
belonged to your fathers, and you will take possession of it. He will 

6
make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers.  The LORD your 
God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so 

that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. 
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