Study 10 Revelation 19-20

A Bride fit for aKing

Elegant, poised and relaxed, Tasmanian Mary Donaldson is

fulfilling every school-girl's dream - she's marrying a prince!
Mary will be the wife of Frederik, Crown Prince of Denmark.
Newspapers around the world have tried to dig up some dirt as
they've investigated Mary's Tasmanian upbringing... but
apparently, there's no dirt to be found. While she’s spent the
last few months learning Royal protocol, it seems she has
taken to her new role with natural flair. She really is a bride fit
foraking.

Meet the Bride

Read Revelation 19:1-10... a tale of two very different women.

a) What points of contrast are there between the woman in verse 2 and the woman in verses 7 and 8?

b) What is the future of the first woman?

If she is “Jerusalem” (as discussed last time) what does this imply?

¢) Who is this bride? (What can you deduce about her identity from verse 8?)

From the angel's words in verse 10, what extra description do we get of these people? (Assume they
are among the “brothers” described)

Looking ahead to 21:1, how is the bride FURTHER described?

The New People of God!

Can you see what's happening? The old Jerusalem thought she was destined to be “the Messiah's bride.” But she was
unfaithful. And her destruction is celebrated as a mark of God's justice and truth. Now, the bride of Christ is the new
Jerusalem - those who have held to the testimony about Jesus against all the odds. But there are some loose ends to tie up
before the wedding can proceed.



Meet the Groom
Read Rev 19:11-21. Who is this dashing figure on the white horse?

a) Check out these parallel verses to confirm your identification...

Description

19:11 » 4 3:14
19:12 » 4 1:14
19:15 » 4 1:16

19:16. Disp of Kisp ) Fosus Gl the raber of the Lige of the carthdf] 1:5

b) How is he armed?
Compare this with Ephesians 6:17, Heb 4:12, and Rev 2:12 and 16.

Then read Rev 19:21. Penetrating beneath the symbolism, how is Christ going to strike down the
nations?

Winning the Nations

However you read the previous section, it's all over for the beast and his false-prophet sidekick. Now it's time to deal
with Satan himself. Read Revelation 20:1-6. This is a famous passage. Entire Christian denominations have been formed
over views of the "millennium” mentioned here. Usually, though, they've lost sight of the symbolism inherent in
Revelation.

c) Retell the events of these six verses. What happens to Satan?

What can “bound"” Satan no longer do?

Go back and read Mark 3:20-27. How does Jesus describe Satan in verse 277

What does this allow? What would this mean in concrete language?

Read Rev 20:7-15, and think it through... Satan, cast down and bound in Revelation 20, is unable to deceive the
nations. Meanwhile, the Christ-figure in John's vision gallops around the nations with his powerful Word... liberating
people from Satan’s bondage by the gospel. He is “robbing Satan’'s house” by setting free the nations to hear his Word.
All of this happens for the period symbolically called “the thousand years..." - a long, long time. A perfectly rounded
amount of time. It's the time we live in right now! And at the end of the era, there's God's judgement on Satan, on death
itself... and on those who prefer Satan’s rule to the righteous rule of Christ. People will be judged according to what they
have done - but saved simply by being written in the “Lamb'’s Book of Life.” Responding to the word of Christ in this life
is a matter of life and death!

If this is the era we live in, what should we expect the sword of Christ's word to be achieving?

Read Ephesians 6:10-20 again. What part are you taking in the battle? What are your fears?
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