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THE ESSENTIAL JESUS
POCKET GUIDE
Five key points from each chapter
of Luke's 'Gospel of Jesus’
After reading each chapter for
yourself, take a look through the
notes in this guide.
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Chapter 1

1. This is eyewitness history, collected,
cross-checked and collated by Luke.
(Essential Jesus, page 7)

2. It all starts with news of two unusual
pregnancies... one to Zechariah and
Elizabeth, and the other to Mary and
Joseph. Zechariah and Mary take the
news in contrasting ways. (p8)

3. Nothing is impossible with God. (p9)
4. Mary is convinced her son Jesus will
turn the world upside down — the humble
will be 'lifted up' while rulers will be
'knocked down from their thrones.' (p10)
5. Once he gets things figured out, John’s
father Zechariah is convinced his son
will 'go before the Lord to prepare his
way.' (p11)

Chapter 2

1. Because this is real history, Luke sets
the birth of Jesus in context. Caesar
Augustus rules from Rome, Quirinius is
governor of Syria.

2. For such a promising figure in world
history, the birth of Jesus is incredibly
humble - born in a barn.

3. Shepherds, his mum and dad, and two
old people see immediately that he’s
someone special. (p12-13)

4. When the old woman Anna looks at
the baby Jesus, she sees 'salvation', 'light
for all the nations', and honour for Israel.

(p13)
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5. When the old man Simeon looks at the
baby Jesus, he foresees that Jesus will
turn things upside down, will reveal the
thoughts of many hearts... and will be
spoken against, and bring grief to his
mother. (p13)

Chapter 3

1. Because this is real history, Luke again
gives us a pile of historical 'landmarks' —
it's now the reign of Tiberius Caesar,
Pontius Pilate is governor of Judea. In
other words, about 30 years have passed.
(p14-15)

2. John the Baptist starts the job of
getting people ready for 'the Lord' by
telling them they need to 'repent' (have a
change of heart and mind) and be
baptized (a symbolic Jewish washing to
indicate a new start.) (p16)

3. John is openly critical of the religious
leaders of Israel, who rely on their
ancestry to be right with God. John says
that their authority over 'the people of
God' (Israel) is about to end — the axe is
at the root of the trees. If they really were
God's people, they would show it by
their fruit. (p15)

4. John gives some very practical tips for
what repentance would look like for
different types of people. (p15-16)

5. When people start wondering if John
the Baptist is the “Christ” (King) they've
been waiting for, he immediately directs

O 2I0UM ‘W[BSNIA[ 0] SPLAY SNSIf °G
(ped) (uarsty Koy 1A “Sutsagyns ySnoyy
Qw09 [[1M AI10[3 [eal ST "pakenaq

9q 03 Sur0S w,] - yutod oy sedI0JUIOL
uoos snsaf ‘A10[3 ay) [[e Jo onds ur

g, wiy o1 u2jsiy - U0S AW AUQ UISOYd
A S1SIY L, :00) pon) Aq POULILJUOD

)1 "moqe avods jorue(y joydoxd oy
uvpy fo uog ayy st Aj[ear o9 ‘Ised s,[ovIs|
JO $2019Y 18aIT 0M) A1) 0} Suny[e) ‘pnojo
£q popunorns ‘Surmo[3 - snsof [eal oy}
Jo osdw[3 © 308 uyo[ pue sowe( ‘10)9J ‘f
(ggd) ~dn popreu oq

01 Apeal 9q pue ‘ssoio 11y SuLiq 0) dAeYy
1M mo][0J oym asoy ], -urede dn pasrer
9q ‘Aep pIry) AY) UO pue *PI[IY ‘Pajdfa1
9q [12Y )s1 Ing "POD YHM J[nI pinom
oym ,UBJA JO UOS 9Y L, Pa[ed [otueq
joydoad a1y ouo Y ST Snsf “suoneIdadxo
s1y sjosdn snsof Ing IS ST 190 ¢
(¢¢d) Sury] 18013 s,pon

9q 01 PAJUIOUR JUO A} ,,‘PON) JO ISLIYD)
oY) 218 NOX,, “INO IT SAINT1 Ise] Je ‘1030
*S1 SNSL OYM IOPUOM SPMOIO AU} ‘POISH
I "000S JO PMOID © SPAJJ SNSaf “Ysy
PALIP PUE PBAIq JO SOABO] MAJ B NIA 'T
(zed) proeq

st isndeg oy) uyof peap-mou J1 sIpuom
poidy Sury] y3u s3uryy nd pue ued[o
s3uryy oyewr 0) Junaeys ApeaIfe I yarym
‘pon) Jo wop3ury Y} Jo SMaU J8aI3

Ay Surounouue pue SUOWP INO FUIALIP
oM 11eys soonuardde oafom) oYL, |

6 1dey)

them to Jesus, who will wash people
with a) his Spirit to change their hearts or
b) with fire if they want to stick with the
old ways of the religious leaders of
Israel. (p16)

Chapter 4

1. Satan tests Jesus for 40 days in the
desert. It's a reminder of the time the
Israelites wandered in the desert for 40
years and grumbled against God. They
failed the test. Jesus passes with flying
colours. (p18)

2. Jesus is tempted by the offer of
worldly power and glory. But he's come
to turn power politics upside down. (p18)
3. In his first public appearance in his
home town, Jesus reads the words of the
ancient prophet Isaiah from a scroll, then
claims it was written about him. (p18)

4. Impressed at first, the locals are
enraged when Jesus points out that
Israelites don't usually take any notice of
God's prophets. (p18-19). They try to kill
him, but he walks away.

5. His reputation grows in Capernaum
after he drives out a spirit and heals a
woman. Huge crowds come to be healed,
but Jesus wants to spread the great news
that the Kingdom of God has come.

(p19)
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Chapter 5

1. When Jesus directs fisherman Peter to
the catch of his life, Peter falls to his
knees in awe. But Jesus is recruiting
Peter and his friends for the bigger task
of catching people. Jesus seems to know
a bit about that as well, so they follow
him. (p20)

2. Jesus cleans up a leper. There's
something symbolic going on with the
idea of 'getting clean before God.' (See
John's baptism, back in Chapter 3.) (p20)
3. Pharisees (members of a group who
wanted to impose Jewish sharia type law
on the nation) watch as Jesus tells a
paralysed man that his sins are forgiven.
‘Who does he think he is to forgive sins?
For good measure, he heals the man, and
tells him to walk home. (p21)

4. People are stunned and afraid, and
honour and praise God. (p21)

5. Tax Collectors, who work for the
Roman authorities, are despised by the
Jews. But Jesus adds tax-man Levi to his
growing band of disciples, and they party
at his house. The Pharisees are angry that
Jesus befriends sinners... but they're
exactly the people Dr. Jesus has come
for. Jesus knows the old ways of
religious pride won't cope with this new
reality for long - the old wineskins will
soon burst. (p22)
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Chapter 6

1. Now Jesus is in trouble for breaking
the 'day of rest' rules of the Pharisees,
who say everything has to stop on the
Sabbath. He's going to be in trouble for
this over and over again... first, for
eating hand rubbed grain, then for
healing a man with a deformed right
hand. (p22-23)

2. From now on, the Pharisees plan to get
rid of Jesus. Ironically, in their minds it's
not okay to heal someone on God's rest
day, but it is okay to plot murder. (p23)
3. The 12 disciples are chosen from a
much larger bunch of followers. (p23)
4. Jesus says it's the poor, hungry,
weeping, hated and rejected people of
Israel who'll be blessed. The proud
religious powerbrokers have always
treated God's prophets badly... but
there's future reward for those who stick
with Jesus (p23)

Print and fold your
double sided reading guide.
Start with the two centre folds.
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Chapter 13

1. Jesus compares two recent disasters - a
Galilean massacre and a tower collapse -
with what will soon happen to Jerusalem.
God's fig tree has been unfruitful, so he
plans to chop it down... though the
gardener suggests waiting just one more
season to see if there's any fruit. The fruit
Jesus will be looking for will be justice,
compassion, mercy, and righteousness...
all the things you'd expect from the
people who call themselves 'the people
of God.' (p46)

2. Jesus is again criticised for healing on
the Sabbath Day - this time a crippled
woman. Jesus calls the Synagogue Ruler
a hypocrite because of his lack of fruit.
(p46)

3. Jesus says that the real Kingdom of
God grows and spreads like yeast
through a batch of dough or a tiny seed
growing into a tree. Though the nation of
Israel is unfruitful and disappointing, a
new Kingdom is growing in its midst.
Those, like the Pharisees, who are so
confident that they are part of the
kingdom will find themselves locked out.
They should squeeze through the
narrowing door while they can. (p47)

4. While the Pharisees and those like
them are excluded, people from the
north, south, east and west will join the
party in the Kingdom of God. That's an
offer open to even people like us. (p47)
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5. Jesus knows he'll be killed in
Jerusalem... but he's determined to go
there anyway.

Chapter 14

1. It's another Sabbath day, and another
meal at a Pharisee's house... a bad
combination. Jesus doesn't hesitate to
heal the sick man, and for a second time
challenges the Pharisees about their
hypocrisy. They don’t hesitate to rescue
their farm animals on a Sabbath day.
Why have less compassion for a fellow
human? (p48)

2. Jesus criticises the way people jostle
for the best seats at the lunch table, and
reminds them that the proud will be
humbled and the humble lifted up. When
it comes to God's great future banquet,
he warns that many who expect an
invitation will find their places taken by
those they least expected. The Pharisees
will find themselves without a seat.

3. Jesus has a soft spot for the poor and
the crippled and the blind. So should his
followers.

4. Crowds follow Jesus on the road to
Jerusalem. He reminds them that true
discipleship involves leaving things
behind, and carrying a cross as they
follow him to his execution. Potential
followers must count the cost.

5. Followers of Jesus should be different.
Salt without flavour is just sand.

‘Kep ypeqqes au) 10J s3sal snsof Jo Apoq
o) 210YM ‘qUIO) B SOJRUOP BOYIEWILIY

Jo ydasor ;1] 001 11 SIIng ,"dUQ
SNoAYSIY AL, Sem A[[Bol snsof jey)

— 9Je] 00} — SISI[BAI UOLINJUS) PIYSIUOISE
QY ISe] SIY SAYIBAIq SNS[ pue

‘om) Ul w10y St 9[dwo) Ay} Ul urepnd oy
uoou Je PUe[ oY) IOAO S[[BJ SSouNIe( S
(943 ) 109w ueY)

S$S0I0 9y} 9A0qE USIS dY) 0} AIOW S 1Y}
sdeyio ‘Aep K104 yey) — sostwoxd snsop
yotym ‘wopSury oy ur doeyd e 10y syse
SNS3[ 9PISaq S[RUIWLID 3} JO dUO Ing
“JIOSWIIY 9ABS PUB SSOIO ) WOIJ UMOP
QW05 0} WIY Uo Jul[[es ‘snsaf Joow
SISIP[OS UBWIOY PUB SIOPLI YSIMIf
*O1ISBOIES 9q 0] JUBIW S )] “SUry| Se snsaf
swreoold sso1o Yy 9A0qe uSis oy,
*9915 10s st A3

) ‘Yeap SIY 0} S903 UBW JUSOOUUL

9y [, “SuIop JO SNSI[ ASNOJE $ISALIJ

Ay s3uryy Ay AJoeXd YPIM paSIeyd uewr
& sosea]al ‘wiesdord a3ueyoxo 1ouostid
[ENUUE UB U PUE ‘WAY) 0) JOAO WY Spuey
1] "sSo1d uapoom JyJudn ue uo pajreu
Suraq Aq y1eap MOJS B — UOIXIJIONIO SIY
10J [[BO PUE SUONBSNOJR I} UI SSI[JUS[I
ore soquIdS pue sysonid JoIyd oy

“Y1edp SUIAIISIP FUIYIOU SUOP SBY SNSIf
599138 Jnq — ULy, B SB WIY SISSAIP pue
‘SNSOf SYOOW POISH IOUIDAOL) UBI[I[RD)
SunIsIA ,"UeW SIY) YIIM J[NBJ OU PUIY

1, SAeS 9J[IJ SNNUOJ JOUIDAOLD) [0 [
€z 1ydey)

Chapter 15

1. Again, Jesus is criticised for hanging
out with all the wrong people. He
answers with stories about a lost sheep, a
lost coin and a lost boy. (p50)

2. The story of the lost boy - who
actually ran away - compares God with a
father who waits with open arms and free
forgiveness. (p51)

3. The unwelcoming older brother is like
the religiously uptight Pharisees.

4. God parties when runaway sinners
turn back to him. (p51)

5. Those who are genuinely God's people
(which is different to 'being religious')
love to welcome returning

runaways. (pS1)

Chapter 16

1. Jesus tells a story about what the
mean-spirited Pharisees should be doing
- forgiving some debts! They will need
all the friends they can get, because they
are about to be fired by their boss! (p 52)
2. Jesus says you cannot serve both God
and wealth. The Pharisees mocked him
for this. (p52)

3. Although the Pharisees are very
religious, they have watered down the
laws God had given them For example,
they allow men to divorce their wives
whenever they feel like it. (p53)

4. Instead, they should have listened

to Moses and the Prophets who were
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always warning about trusting wealth
and ignoring God. They didn't listen to
Moses and the Prophets, and Jesus says
they won't even listen if someone rises
from the dead! (p53)

5. Would you listen if someone rose from
the dead? (p53)

Chapter 17

1. Sometimes, forgiving those who hurt
you seems harder than lifting a
mountain. It seems to takes loads of
faith, but Jesus says just a little will do it.
No-fuss forgiving is what forgiven
followers of Jesus do - just as a servant
obeys a master. (p54)

2. Ten lepers are healed, but only one
comes back to say thanks. He's a
Samaritan - the second time a foreigner
makes the Israelites look bad. (p54)

3. The Pharisees closely watch Jesus to
see when the Kingdom of God will
come. But Jesus says the Kingdom is
growing in their midst already as people
switch their allegiance to him. The
Pharisees will keep 'watching closely'
until they trap him and kill him. (His
coronation will involve thorns.) (p54)
4. They should make themselves ready
for when the 'Son of Man' will 'light up
the sky." It later becomes clear he's
talking (in the first instance) about the
upcoming destruction of Jerusalem in
70AD. (p54)
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5. Ultimately, Jesus claims that even if
they think they have got rid of him for
good, he will always win. (p55)

Chapter 18

1. Israel is being ruled unjustly by the
unfruitful Priests, Pharisees and Teachers
of the Law. Will justice ever come? Jesus
tells his followers that 'faith' will mean
lots of praying... and not giving up on
him. (p56)

2. Jesus again points out that God prefers
humble, repenting sinners to uptight
religious people who don't think they
need to be humble. It's the old
catchphrase again — ‘everyone who lifts
himself up will be humbled, but
everyone who humbles himself will be
exalted.” (p56)

3. Kids are welcome. (p56)

4. To show a rich GenY guy that you
can't serve God and money, Jesus tells
him to try giving everything away and
joining him on the road to Jerusalem.
The man can't do it, 'because he's very
rich.' (p57)

5. Jesus reminds the twelve yet again that
he's heading for Jerusalem to be
ridiculed, spat on and killed, but three
days later he'll be raised to life. They
have no idea what he means. Meanwhile,
a humble blind beggar asks for mercy, is
saved, and gets his sight back too! (p58)
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Chapter 19

1. Vertically challenged tax-collector
Zacchaeus, though very rich, welcomes
Jesus into his home. To show that he's no
longer a slave to money, he gives half of
it away to the poor. To show he's
'repenting', he pays back four times more
than he scammed from people. I wonder
if there was anything left! (p58)

2. As Jesus arrives in Jerusalem, he tells
a story about a man arriving home after a
long absence. He wonders if his servants
have been profitable in his absence. If
they haven't, everything they have will
be taken away. His words would have
sounded like a threat to the Pharisees and
Temple authorities. (p59)

3. Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a
donkey, in exactly the way the Prophet
Zechariah had said God's King would
come. Realising this, the people hail him
with the words ‘Blessed be the King,
who comes in the name of the Lord.’
(p59)

4. Jesus weeps over Jerusalem, because
he knows that within a few decades
Rome will reduce the city to a smoking
ruin. If they had turned to him, their
future would be very different. (p59)

5. As he teaches daily in the temple
courts, the Chief Priests, Scribes and
leaders of the people are looking for
ways to kill him. But the crowds of fans
make it too difficult. (p60)



